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me! | have no need of book or companionthe days, the hours, the
thoughts of my youth are at my side, and blend with the air that fans
my cheek. Here | can saunter for hours, bending my eyes forward,
supposing and turning to look back, thinking to strike off into some
less trodden path, yet hesitating to quit the one | am in, afraid to snap
the brittle threads of memory. | remark the shining trunks and
slender branches of the birch trees, waving in the idle breeze. or a
pheasant springs up on whirling wing. or | recall the spot where |
once found a wood-pigeon at the foot of a tree, weltering in its gore,
and think how many seasons have flown since “ it left its little life in
the air” . Dates, names, faces come backto what purpose? Or why
think of them now? or rather why not think of them oftener? We
walk through life, as though a narrow path, with a thin curtain drawn
around it. behind are ranged rich portraits, airy harps are strung----
yet we will not stretch forth our hand and lift aside the veil, to catch
glimpses of the one, or sweep the chords of the other. As in a theater
when the old-fashioned green curtain drew up, groups of figures,
fantastic dresses, laughing faces, rich banquets, stately columns,
gleaming vistas appeared beyond. so we have only at any time to “
peep though the blanket of the past,” to possess ourselves at once of
all that has regaled our senses, that is stored up in our memory, that
has struck our fancy, that has pierced our hearts: yet to all this we are



Indifferent, insensible, and seem intent only on the present vexation,
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