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9 97 BB E5 A4 A9 E5 c67_491975.htm Japan scientists develop
fearless miceTOKYO - Cat and mouse may never be the same.
Japanese scientists say theyve used genetic engineering to create mice
that show no fear of felines, a development that may shed new light
on mammal behavior and the nature of fear itself. Scientists at Tokyo
University say they were able to successfully switch off a mouses
Instinct to cower at the smell or presence of cats showing that fear is
genetically hardwired and not learned through experience, as
commonly believed."Mice are naturally terrified of cats, and usually
panic or flee at the smell of one. But mice with certain nasal cells
removed through genetic engineering didnt display any fear," said
research team leader Ko Kobayakawa.ln his experiment, the
genetically altered mice approached cats, even snuggled up to them
and played with them. Kobayakawa said he chose domesticated cats
that were docile and thus less likely to pounce.Kobayakawa said his
findings, published in the science magazine Nature last month,
should help researchers shed further light on how the brain processes
information about the outsideworld. 0 O O O:0 00 00 OO O
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