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Outing The outing was long overdue. We had been hiding on the
outskirts of town as outlaws for far too long. When we overheard
that there was an outbreak of some sickness in town that had
originated in the orient we knew it was time to come out of hiding
and see what was going on. They were calling it the "Oriental
Sickness" but we didnt care. The first person we met as we wandered
Into town was a boy who told us outright that he had just become an
orphan. He had nowhere else to go and he wanted to join our outfit.
Our leader was outraged that such a small boy had recognized us so
easily, but we kept walking into town. Once there we saw that the
ordeal must have been great. All ornaments on the buildings for the
coming orthodox holiday season had been torn down, several were
burnt from fire, and bodies were lying on the street. When we went
to get water the bucket was overflowing with blood. We didnt dare
drink anything. Quickly losing our orientation as outlaws on the run
we were surprised when a mass of people rushed up to us. Their
voices were overlapping as they cried for us to take them away.
When we replied that we couldnt do anything the crowd turned ugly
and ousted us from town. As we rode away none of us could speak.
Sometimes natural events overwhelm you, as your own mistakes
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