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OO0 D0O0000 OO0 0O The following appeared in a
memo from the mayor of the town of Hopewell. “ Two years ago,
the town of Ocean View built a new municipal golf course and
restore hotel. During the past two years, tourism in Ocean View has
Increased, new businesses have opened there, and Ocean View’ s
tax revenues have risen by 30 percent. The best way to improve
Hopewell seconomy, and generate additional tax revenues, is to
build a golf course and restore hotel similar to those in Ocean View.
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argument relies on what might be a false analogy between OV and H.
In order for a new municipal golf course and restore hotel in OV to
serve as models which H should emulate, the major must assume



that all the relevant circumstances involving the general and initial
economy are essentially the same. However this assumption is
unwarranted. For example, the argument overlooks the possibility
that the increase of OV’ s tax revenues was motivated by other
factors/concerns besides the new building in OV. Perhaps those in
power changed some policies regarding OV’ s tax revenues. As for
30 percent, perhaps the starting point is very low. Or perhaps the
Improvement of OV’ s tax revenues is only because a dominant
geographical locationinOV. 2.0 0000000 OO0@OO O
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)0 OO 0O OO O Two years ago/during the past two years [ [
[J O O The argument is based on a known correlation between
building a new municipal golf course accompanied by a restore hotel
and the enhancement of OV’ s tax revenues, that the latter is
attributable, at least partly, to the former. Yet the correlation alone
amounts to scant evidence of the claimed cause-andeffect
relationship. Perhaps the growth of OV’ s tax revenues can be
caused by other factors as well, which are absent in these particular
states but present in all the others. Moreover, the argument
overlooks the fact that two years doesn’ t mean forever. The arguer
has not accounted for the possibility that the geographical and
demographic differences might even lead to opposite result. If this is
the case, then the conclusion that H should follow the example of
OV would lack any merits whatsoever. 3.0 0 O O 0O O 0O O O O
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[J The arguer’ s claim unfairly infers form OV’ s comparatively



promotion of tax revenues in the past that H should
copy/indiscriminately imitate. Absent evidence to support this
Inference, it is just as likely that the global economy had been gliding.
For that matter, perhaps the OV’ s experience would contribute less
to H or even nothing. Any of these assumptions, if true, would serve
to undermine the claim that H should do the same thing as OV. [J

[J O O Now is the time to invest in a PLG franchise so that you can
profit from opening one of our gyms in your town. Consider the
current trend: PLG is already popular among customers in 500
locations, and national surveys indicate increasing concern with
weight loss and physical fitness. Furthermore, last year’ s sales of
books and magazines on personal health totaled more than $50
million and purchases of home exercise equipment almost doubled.
Investing now in a PLG franchise will guarantee a quick profit.
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