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000000000 Forthose of you still worried about making
mistakes, you should just remember countries like Britain, America,
Australia and Canada are all very multicultural countries.
Multicultural means lots of different cultures. In London alone there
are people living here from all over the world. Most of them speak
English but there are many different accents. Not everyone speaks
perfectly and people domake mistakes. 0 O O OO0 O 0O 0O OO O
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00O 00O 0O Butas English speakers, we don’ t worry about it.
We are really used to (familiar with) hearing non-native speakers of
English speak English. We don’ t care at all if they make mistakes as
long as we can understand them. So as non-native speakers of
English, you shouldn’ tworry about making mistakes. Small
mistakes are fine. But even if you make big mistakes and people can
' tunderstand you, they will try to understand - or they will tell you
if they don’ t understand. This gives you a chance to say again in
different language what youwanttosay. 1 D O 0 OO0 O 0O OO
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0000000 There will be times of course that people maybe
won’ tunderstand you but you won’ t know that if you don’ ttry
to communicate. Just try your best and really DON’ T WORRY.
Your English is probably better than you think. O U 0O O O 0O O O
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Someone talked about not understanding people when they speak
English, so | thought today | would discuss what you can say when
youdon' tunderstandsomeone. 0 OO0 O OO0OOOOON
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OO0O00000000 Ifsomeone is speaking really quickly, don
' tbe afraid to ask them to speak more slowly.[J U [0 O O O O [
DO000o0oooooddr msorry, butcanyou speak a
little slower please? That was a little bit to fast for me. Could you
speak a bit slower please? And don’ t be afraid to tell someone you
don’ tunderstand. DO OO 0O0OO0OOOO0OOOTP m
sorry I don’ tunderstand. I’ msorry | didn’ tcatch that. (I didn
' tunderstand) You could just ask them to say the same thing again.
OO0000000000 1 r msorry, could you repeat that
please? Would you mind repeating that sentence again - | didn’ t



get what you said? (1 didn’ t understand). There is nothing bad
about asking someone to repeat or speak slower. It" s better to ask
than to pretend you understand (make someone think you
understand when you don’ t). It will really help you to
communicate with English speakers. Sometimes they don’ t realise
they are speaking so fast or using difficult words, so it’ s good for
youtotellthem. DO D OO0 DO OO0O0OOOOOOOOOOO
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00O OO 1'do understand the problems a lot of you are talking
about. | studied French and German at university (a long time ago!)
and | didn’ t have many French or German people to talk to. |
made sure | listened to a lot of native speakers on the TV or radio or
on cassettes from my teachers. | spoke to myself. | spoke to my
classmates and | read a lot. Reading aloud (reading and speaking the
words as you read) is also a good thing to do to practise speaking.
Fortunately | did have a chance to visit those countries as they are
not so far away as Britain or America is from China - but a lot of the
time it was up to me to try to improve as best as | could without
being able to speak to French of German people. OO U1 O 00 [ O [
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D00 0o0dououououondnd Thatiswhat you
your English. I wish you LOTS of luck with your studies and | hope
theadvicehelps. D0 OO0 OO0 UOO0OO0OO0OOOOOO
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