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tend to tell the same joke when they are describing history education
In America. It" s the one 61 the teacher standing in the schoolroom
door 62 goodbye to students for the summer and calling 63 them,

“ By the way, we won World War I1.”  The problem with the joke,
of course, is that it’ s 64 funny. The recent surveys on 65 illiteracy (
[1 00 ) are beginning to numb (O O OO O ): nearly one third of
American 17yearolds cannot even 66 which countries the United
States 67 against in that war. One third have no 68 when the
Declaration of Independence was 69. One third thought Columbus
reached the New World after 1750. Two thirds cannot correctly 70
the Civil War between 1850 and 1900. 71 when they get the answers
right, some are 72 guessing. Unlike math or science, ignorance of
history cannot be 73 connected to loss of international 74. But it does
affect our future 75 a democratic nation and as individuals. The 76
news is that there is growing agreement 77 what is wrong with the 78
of history and what needs to be 79 to fix it. The steps are tentative ([
[1 7)) 80 yet to be felt in most classrooms. 61.A.aboutB. inC. forD.
by 62.A.shakingB. wavingC. noddingD. speaking 63.A.inB. afterC.
forD. up 64.A.rarelyB. soC. tooD. not 65.A.historicalB.
educationalC. culturalD. political 66.A.distinguishB. acknowledgeC.
identifyD. convey 67.A.defeatedB. attackedC. foughtD. struck
68.A.sense B. doubtC. reasonD. idea 69.A.printed B. signedC.



markedD. edited 70.A.place B. judgeC. getD. lock 71.A.Even B.
ThoughC. ThusD. So 72.A.hardly B. justC. stillD. ever
73.A.exclusively B. practicallyC. shortlyD. directly
74.A.competitiveness B. comprehension C. communityD.
commitment 75.A.of B. forC. withD. as 76.A.fine B. niceC.
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