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OO0000000 Sometimes, it' s difficult t behave like a
gentleman. It’" s especially hard when the person talking to you is
belligerent and trying to belittle you in front of others. You might feel
like beating him and burying him as deep as bedrock, but don’ t.
Remember, violence begets more violence. Of course, it’ s easier
said than done. My cousin Tom comes drunk to our family reunions
every year and always manages to insult my family members. “ Your
nose is looking more and more like the beak of a bird,” he would
tell my daughter. “ Those red beads don’ tlook becoming on you,
" he would say to my wife. “ Is that your beard or a bird’ s nest,”
he would ask me. | think, deep in his heart, Tom has always
begrudged me. His occasional smile belies his true feelings of envy. |



wish that someone would shine a beam of light in his eyes and ask
him why he feels this way. In any event, because | must act as the host
of the reunion on behalf of my parents, | have to be on my best
behavior. As my mother keeps reminding me, I must bear the
responsibility of keeping things friendly. To tell you the truth, |
wouldn’ thave agreed to be the host if | had known it was going to
be like this beforehand. Well, this year, | decided to change my
strategy with Tom. Instead of reacting to his insults with anger, I tried
to befuddle him with kind words. Strangely enough, when he
becomes befuddled, he can’ t speak and he just walks away. The
Kindness just kills him. It" s truly a sight to behold. 100Test I [ [
JO0o00ooooooooooooooon
www.100test.com



