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00000 1.1t was just noon on that 25th day of April 1945. | had
gone through my first minutes of combat. The 456th Bomber Group,
based in Italy, had gone into Austria. They had hit the railroad yards
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OO000o000 2.My job was to Odrop chaff. They were the
little bundles of tin that confused enemy radar. Through the
3-inch-square chaff chute, | could see the enemy shells exploding just
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3.Just after "bombs away," a sharp blow rocked our plane. An enemy
shell had ripped a hole in the floor of the airplane. It was about a yard
fromtheengineersfeet. 30 L OO OUOOO" ODOOOO
JO000o00o0oo0oodooooooooooooon
J000o00o0oo0oodooooooooooooon
4."Engineer to pilot," his voice said, "weve been hit." 40 “ 0O O O
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" 5"Bad”™ 50 ODUOOOO” 6."Don’ tthinkso. It missed the
control cables-went out through the top." 600 “ OO OO OO O
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over. But it left a shaky feeling. We knew that the war was almost
over. A guys chances of getting home were good. 7] 0 I U O L [
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of us was thinking the same thing. If that shell had hit us half a second
sooner, it might have hit the pilot. Three inches to the left and it
would have cut some cables. A tiny instant later, and it would have
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[ O 9.The bomb run ended. The bomb bay doors slid shut.
Suddenly we were in the clear opensky. 9L D O OO 0O O 0O O O O
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let ourselves feel a bit safer now. We had the three-hour flight home.
It was across part of Yugoslavia. Then came the voice of our nose
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000000 11."Fighter. Eleven oclock low. Coming in fast." 11
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somebody said. 12001 “ OO O OO OO 13."Not ours," came the
answer, forward. "Never saw anything like it. its closing in
now...fast...fast...never saw anything so fast." 1300 “ O 0O 0O O O O
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