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O "0 0O OO A:This is the first time Ive been in China, and
everything here fascinated me. But there is something | can never
figure out! B: Whats wrong? Did anything puzzle you, speak it up
and see if | can help you out. A: Good! You turn up so timely! I am
just expecting some good explanation. You know the other day one
of my Chinese friends was celebrating his birthday so | asked him
what he would like for a birthday present. Do you know what he



said? "No, no! Dont give me anything. Dont be polite!" can you
believe it? B: Actually, | can well believe it. Its a Chinese way of
expressing his being humble and reserved. But most often the
speaker doesnt really mean refusal unless he firmly insists. Chinese
people dont easily accept the given things only when he has
contributed to the giver or there is an intimacy. And they dont want
their friends "pofei” which means to spend money. A: What did he
mean by refusing to accept a present from me then? B: | dont think
he was actually refusing to accept a present from you. It was just his
way of being "polite”. He didnt mean to be rude and certainly he
didnt mean to offend you. A: Well, how do you like that? And what
was | supposed to do or say in such a situation? B: You should first
understand that Chinese people are not straightforward in some
situation. In such a situation I suggest you just insist, and if your
friend is an elderly gentleman, you probably have to insist several
times, but even then | doubt if he will ever give you a direct answer.
Or you can buy him a gift directly without asking him. I think he will
be satisfied with whatever you buy him. Actually what counts is your
goodintention. 100Test U U D O 00O O0OOOOOO0OOOO
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