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think crows are pests,” John said, biting into a crisp biscuit. “ 1do
too, but this one is rather rare,” | replied. “ Its feathers are the color
of crude oil. It has a crimson head. The pattern resembles a royal
crown. It is probably a result of crossbreeding. I learned about
crossbreeding when | read a critique of that famous book about
bird-breeding. It was a very critical article.” “ We’ ve been
crisscrossing this crosscut forest for hours,” John said, wiping the
sweat from his brow. “ How are we supposed to find it?” “ There
itis,” Ireplied.“ It" sstuck in that crevice near that crooked tree.
Call the rest of the rescue crew. We might need some help.” Soon,
there was crowd of rescuers around us. “ This is a crucial moment,
" | told everyone.“ Be quiet.” | crept towards the crevice. |



cringed when | saw that a branch from a fallen tree had crippled the
crow’ s legs. It was suffering. This was a critical point in the mission.
| called out for someone to hand me a metal tool to pry the branch
away from the crow. “ Here, use this,” John said, as he handed me
a crude looking metal bar. It was a crucial moment. | used the bar to
pry the fallen tree from the crevice and to pull the branch off the
crow. “ Whew, thank goodness for this tool,” 1signed. “ Hey,
John, what do you call this metal bar?” * Itdoesn’ thave name,”
John replied. “ But perhaps from now on, we should call it s
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