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[ The Olympic Games are the greatest festival of sports in the
world. 1) Every four years, a hundred or more countries send their
best sportsmen to compete for the highest honors in sport. As many
as 6,000 people take part in over 20 sports. For the winners, there are
gold medals and glory. But there is honor, too, for all who compete,
win or lose. That is in spirit of the Olympics--- to take part is what
matters. The Olympic Games always start in a bright color and
action. The teams of all the nations parade in the opening ceremony
and march round the track. The custom is for the Greek team to
march in first . For it was in Greece that the Olympics began. 2) The
team of the country where the Games are being held---the host
country ----marches in last. The runner with the Olympic torch then
enters the stadium and lights the flame. 3) A sportsman from the host
country takes the Olympic oath on behalf of all the competitors. The
judges and officials also take an oath. After the sportsmen march out
of the stadium, the host country puts on a wonderful display. The
competitors begin the next day. There are usually more than twenty
sports in the Games. The rule is that there must be at least fifteen. The
main events are in track and field , but it is a few days before these
sports start. Each day the competitors take part in a different sport



---riding, shooting, swimming, and cross-country running. Points
are gained for each event. 4) Medals are awarded for the individual
winners and for national teams. 5) More and more women are taking
part in the games. They first competed in 1900, in tennis and golf,
which are no longer held in the Olympics. Women’ s swimming
events were introduced in 1912. But it was not until 1928 that there
were any track and field events for women. Now they compete in all
but half a dozen of the sports. In horse riding, shooting, and boat
racing, they may compete in the same events as the men. 6) Every
land has its own dining custom, and the United States is no
exception. Americans feel that the first rule of being a polite guest is
to be on time. If a person is invited to dinner at 6.30,the hostess
expects him to be there at 6:30 or not more than a few minutes after.
Because she usually does her own cooking, she times the meal so
that the coffee and meat will be at their best at the time she asks the
guest to come. 7) If he is late, the food will not be so good, and the
hostess will be disappointed. When the guest cannot come on time,
he calls his host or hostess on the telephone, gives the reason, and
tells at what time he thinks he can come. As guests continue to arrive,
the men in the group stand when a woman enters and remain
standing until she has found a chair. A man always rises when he is
being introduced to a woman. 8) A woman does not rise when she is
being introduced either to a man or a woman unless the woman is
much older. 900 When the guests sit down at a dinner table, it is
customary for the men to help the ladies by pushing their chairs
under them. Even an American may be confused by the number of



knives, forks, and spoons beside his plate when he sits down to a
formal dinner. The rule is simple, however: use them in the order in
which they lie, beginning from the outside. Or watch the hostess and
do what she does. 10) The small fork on the outside on the left is for
salad, which is often served with the soup. The spoon on the outside
at the right is for soup, and so on. Sometimes there is a separate little
knife, called a butter spreader, on a small bread-and butter plate at
the left. As the bread is passed , each guest puts his piece on the
bread-and butter plate. 100Test U D U U OO0 0 0000 dod
000000000 www.100test.com



