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7_A6 8F toe c81 559330.htm The Civil War Causes of the
warhttp://ks.examda.com The American Civil War was fought
between the northern and southern states from 1861 to 1865. There
were two main causes of the war. The first was the issue of *slavery:
should Africans who had been brought by force to the US be used as
slaves. The second was the issue of states rights: should the US federal
government be more powerful than the governments of individual
states. The North and South were very different in character. The
economy of the South was based on agriculture, especially cotton.
Picking cotton was hard work, and the South depended on slaves for
this. The North was more industrial, with a larger population and
greater wealth. Slavery, and opposition to it, had existed since before
iIndependence (1776) but, in the 19th century, the abolitionists,
people who wanted to make slavery illegal, gradually increased in
number. The Souths attitude was that each state had the right to
make any law it wanted, and if southern states wanted slavery, the US
government could not prevent it. Many southerners became
secessionists, believing that southern states should secede from the
Union (= become independent from the US). In 1860, Abraham
*Lincoln was elected President. He and his party, the *Republicans,
were against slavery, but said that they would not end it. The
southern states did not believe this, and began to leave the Union. In
1860 there were 34 states in the US. Eleven of them (South Carolina,



Mississippl, Florida, Alabama, Georgia, Louisiana, Texas, Virginia,
Arkansas, Tennessee and North Carolina) left the Union and formed
the *Confederate States of America, often called the Confederacy.
Jefferson *Davis became its President, and for most of the war
*Richmond, Virginia, was the capital. Four years of fighting The US
government did not want a war but, on 12 April 1861, the
Confederate Army attacked *Fort Sumter, which was in the
Confederate state of South Carolina but still occupied by the Union
army. President Lincoln could not ignore the attack and so the Civil
War began. Over the next four years the Union army tried to take
control of the South. The battles that followed, *Shiloh, Antietam,
*Bull Run and Chicamauga, have become part of Americas national
memory. After the battle of *Gettysburg in 1863, in a speech known
as the *Gettysburg Address, President Lincoln said that the North
was fighting the war to keep the Union together so that
...government of the people, by the people, for the people, shall not
perish from the earth. In the same year he issued the *Emancipation
Proclamation which made slavery illegal, but only in the
Confederacy. Slaves and former slaves played an important part in
the war. Some gave information to Union soldiers, because they
knew that their best chance of freedom was for the North to win the
war. Many former slaves wanted to become Union soldiers, but this
was not very popular among white northerners. In spite of this
opposition about 185000 former slaves served in the Union army.
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