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[1 The word astonishing in the passage is closest in meaning



to (A) important (B) unknown (C) amazing (D) interesting
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word obscure in the passage is closest in meaningto_ (A) unclear
(B) unique (C) controversialld O :00 O O O O (D) important O [
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0000000000 The origin of the Sumerians remains
obscure. Their language is unrelated to any other known tongue.
Sometimes before 4,000 B.C. they came to southern Mesopotamia,
from Persia, and there, within the next thousand years, they founded
a number of city-states and developed their distinctive form of
writing in cuneiform (wedge-shaped) characters on clay tablets.

[1 Unfortunately, the tangible remains of Sumerian civilization are
extremely scanty compared to those of ancient Egypt. L1 Building
stone being unavailable in Mesopotamia, the Sumerians used mud
brick and wood, so that almost nothing is left of their architecture
except the foundation. [ Nor did they share the Egyptians’

concern with the hereafter, although some richly endowed tombs in
the shape of vaulted chambers below ground from the early dynastic
period have been found in the city of Ur. O Our knowledge of
Sumerian Civilization thus depends very largely on chance fragments
brought to light by excavation, including vast numbers of inscribed
clay tablets. Yet we have learned enough to form a general picture of
this vigorous, inventive, and disciplined people. O O 0O O O O O O
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JO000000000000O000 0700 Theword vastin
the passage is closest in meaning to (A) random (B) very
large (C) surprisingd [ [0 www.examda.com (D) relatively small [
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temple controlled the pooling of labor and resources for communal
enterprises, such as the building of dikes or irrigation ditches, and it
collected and distributed a considerable part of the harvest. All this
required the keeping of detailed written records. Hence, we need not
be surprised to find that the texts of early Sumerian inscriptions deal
very largely with economic and administrative rather than religious
matters, although writing was a priestly privilege. #11 The word
considerable in the passage is closest in meaning to (A)
substantial (B) fixedd O O OO (C) valuable (D)
limitedhttp://ks.examda.com O 0 OO0 0000 ooooogo
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