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My daughter is an Oxford graduate with a business degree and is
bilingual in French. She works in marketing for a small company but
Is looking for something better. She has applied for 20 jobs and has
had many interviews but keeps getting rejected. She has asked why
and was told by an internet search engine that they were "not obliged
to give feedback". A PR company said she was "very bright" but not
"truly committed to a career in PR". Is there any point in asking for
reasons? And what can be donetogetherajob? 00 U 00 0O 0O O O O
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ANSWER [ [0 No, there is no point in asking for feedback. Most
Interviewers cant or wont explain their decisions, and why should
they? They are not running a careers advice service and giving
reasons simply invites future lawsuits. D 0 0 OO0 00000 OO
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000000000 Inany case, your daughter has already found
out what she needs to know. She didnt get the job because she failed



to act as if she was gagging for a career in PR. The reason, no doubt,
Is that she wasnt gagging for such a career. She is a clever girl and
doesnt know if she will like PR for the good reason that she hasnt
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DO0O00000000000 Such ambivalence may be sensible,
but getting a job doesnt involve sense. It involves looking about
1,000 times keener than you actually are. Before her next interview
she should find out as much as she can about the job and the
company. This will put her far ahead of most candidates - who cant
even be bothered to check thewebsite. 1 OO0 OO0 OO0 OO O
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would also do well to get a trusted friend to give her a dummy
Interview and tell her some home truths about how she comes across.
If she can do this, a brilliant future awaits. | couldnt contemplate
doing such an exposing thing myself, and Im twice her age. 1 [ [
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0000000 Some readers have suggested that your daughters
real problem is that she has a pushy mother who writes in on her



behalf. I dont think youre necessarily pushy: its horrid to watch your
child fail, and the older the child the worse, as there is little you can
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DO00000000000000 My guess is you wrote for a
simpler reason: you read the newspaper and she doesnt. In which
case, get her a subscription. Even if she doesnt actually read it, a
folded pink paper sticking out of her bag is a nice fashion accessory.
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