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Professor randall, an illustrious volcanologist, pursued his discipline
with a passion that went well beyond ordinary scientific enquiry. He
even had to park his car out in the street, as his garage was stacked up
to the rafters with a multitude of samples of igneous rock. The
professor’ s theories, while highly imaginative, were by no means
universally accepted. In particular, he found himself rebutted on a
wide range of issues by one of his colleagues, professor martin. This,
of course, was just what might be expected in the world we live in .
what was not to be expected was just how much professor randall’ s
fury would be ignited. He was fond of calling his detractor illiterate,
denouncing his scientific theories as illegitimate and illusive. Making
use of a kind of poetic imagery one would not ordinarily expect from
a scientist, he wrote: “ those ignorant comments do nothing to
Illustrate, let alone illuminate, the fundamental principles at stake,
they convey an image of a reality that is akin to an illusion.”
Professor martin did his best to ignore this stream of invective but
then , one day, he found his laboratory on fire, the flames
Iluminating the evening sky, his lifetime’ s work had been
Incinerated, professor randall, the perpetrator of this ignoble act, at
first pleaded ignorance, but soon confessed, confronted with the
weight of the evidence. He found himself indicted for arson and
attemptedd murder, his career came to an abrupt and ignominious



end. When he finally killed himself he was in a state of extreme
distress. His suicide note was all but illegible. This sad tale is by no
means an imaginary example, it is a fitting illustration of the principle
that it can be dangerous to allow fame to go to one’ shead. [ [ [
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