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(Words: about 320. Time: 4 minutes) The United Nations Office on
Drugs and Crime,(J L1 ) or UNODC, Oselected (LJ 1 )* drugs are
notchild’ splay” asthe theme of its 2006 international
campaign,in an effort to increase public awareness of the destructive
power of drugs and society’ s responsibility to care for the
well-beingofchildren. (D D OO0 0O0OO0OO0OOOOO,0000
DO00000000000000)d The latest statistics
Indicate (J OO O OJ )that 200 million people, or 5 per cent of the
global population aged 15-64, have consumed (LI O )illicit (J O

[1 )drugs at least once in the last 12 months. But what about
children? Although they are seldom the object of national and
International studies, children of all ages are affected by drug abuse(
(1 00 ) and trafficking UJ [0 O OO O O . Street children, working and
living in terrible conditions, are vulnerable,(CJ O O [J [ ) as are boys
and girls whose family members are buying or selling illicit
substances. These kids are exposed not only to bad examples but also
to violent (LI O )behavior associated to drug abuse.In some
Instances, (LI O )children have lost their parents to this scourge([
[1) and are now cared for by uncles, aunts or grandparents. At
school, the situation may not be any better. Teenagers and peers [



[ O 0O O may be pressuring kids to smoke cigarettes and drink
alcohol (LJ O )at first, and then to try marihuana [ [ [ [0 . Other
types of drugs may follow. UNODC’ s anti-drugs campaign urges(
[1 [0 ) adults to protect children. Parents, siblings 0 (1 O O O [
and other family members can ensure that a child” s home is a safe
environment and that children are aware of (LI [ )the dangers
associated with drug abuse. Teachers and social workers also have a
role to play by watching out for warning signs and taking measures to
address any drug-related problems. For example, teachers can
provide kids with information on the health risks linked to drug
abuse and also give them a forum (0 [ )to discuss the issue openly.
Other individuals and organizations can and should also contribute
to the protection of children. The media, non-governmental
organizations and government institutions are among them.(J O ,
DJO000000o0O0odond)consumed (O O)illicit (O
[1 00 )drugs at least once in the last 12 months. But what about
children? Although they are seldom the object of national and
International studies, children of all ages are affected by drug abuse(
(1 00 ) and trafficking UJ [0 O OO O O . Street children, working and
living in terrible conditions, are vulnerable,(CJ O O [J [ ) as are boys
and girls whose family members are buying or selling illicit
substances. These kids are exposed not only to bad examples but also
to violent (LI O )behavior associated to drug abuse.In some
Instances, (LI O )children have lost their parents to this scourge([
[1) and are now cared for by uncles, aunts or grandparents. At
school, the situation may not be any better. Teenagers and peers [



[ O 0O O may be pressuring kids to smoke cigarettes and drink
alcohol (LJ O )at first, and then to try marihuana [ [ [ [0 . Other
types of drugs may follow. UNODC’ s anti-drugs campaign urges(
[1 [0 ) adults to protect children. Parents, siblings 0 (1 O O O [
and other family members can ensure that a child” s home is a safe
environment and that children are aware of (LI [ )the dangers
associated with drug abuse. Teachers and social workers also have a
role to play by watching out for warning signs and taking measures to
address any drug-related problems. For example, teachers can
provide kids with information on the health risks linked to drug
abuse and also give them a forum (0 [ )to discuss the issue openly.
Other individuals and organizations can and should also contribute
to the protection of children. The media, non-governmental
organizations and government institutions are among them.(J O ,
DO00000000000000)Helpd illicit ad;. not
allowed by laws or rules LI I [ vulnerable adj. able to be easily
physically, emotionally, or mentally hurt, influenced or attacked(l

[J [ scourge n. something that causes a lot of harm or sufferingd] [
True (T) or False (F): 1. 5% of the global population have ever taken
ilicit drugs. 2. Some children can be the potential victims of drugs. 3.
The protection of children mainly relies on the UNODC. 4. It seems
that more children take drugs than adults do. Key: FTFFL [0 O [
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