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DO0000000000 000000 Today, we are gathered
here on this solemn occasion to mark the first anniversary of the
devastating Wenchuan earthquake. At this moment, our thoughts
are with those compatriots who fell victim to the earthquake and
those heroes who gave their lives for the remarkable success of the
rescue and relief operation. 200801 501 1201 1407 2801 10 OO J O [
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000000 At14:28 on 12 May 2008, a massive earthquake
struck Wenchuan of Sichuan Province. It was an earthquake that
shocked the world. It caused heavy casualties and property damage,
and inflicted enormous losses on local economic and social
development. In the face of the unprecedented natural disaster, the
whole Party, armed forces and people of all ethnic groups in China



rallied behind the strong leadership of the CPC Central Committee,
the State Council and the Central Military Commission, and worked
as one to fight the disaster with great determination, courage and
strength. We launched a rescue and relief operation which was faster
in response and mobilized more personnel and resources than ever
before in Chinas history. We made the utmost effort to save lives and
minimize the damage, and achieved major success in the fight against
the disaster, demonstrating the indomitable and unyielding spirit of
the Chinese people and writing a touching and heroic chapter in the
historyofournation. 0 0 0 000000000 OOOOO0O
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0 00O 00O Inthe aftermath of the earthquake, we made scientific
plans for rehabilitation and reconstruction, promptly introduced a
host of policies and measures to support the quake-hit areas,
energetically organized one-to-one assistance programs, and swiftly
launched rehabilitation and reconstruction work in accordance with
the principles of putting people first, respecting nature, making
coordinated plans and carrying out reconstruction in a scientific
way. Thanks to the strong support of the CPC Central Committee,



the strenuous efforts of the local officials and people and generous
assistance from the rest of the country, notable progress has been
made in the reconstruction of urban and rural homes, schools,
hospitals and other public service facilities, the rehabilitation and
reconstruction of infrastructure, the rebuilding and restructuring of
Industries, the preservation of places of historical and cultural
interest, as well as in ecological rehabilitation. With these major
preliminary successes, the people in the quake-hit areas are now
marching toward a new life. All this has laid a solid foundation for
the complete success of our relief and reconstruction endeavor. [ [
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