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[0 O O Asthe centerpiece of its Expo showcase Japan will stage an
opera about a rare bird that avoided extinction in Japan with the help
of China, the countrys Expo team said today. The crested ibis
became officially extinct in Japan in 1970s. The Chinese government
began giving these birds to Japan in the 1990s and the birds began
breeding and became established in Japan again. The opera will be
directed by Chinese and Japanese directors. Its theme will be the
"connection between hearts" and the "future of harmony." It will
highlight the friendship and exchange between the two countries,
Hirofumi Wakamatsu, director of the Japan Pavilion, told a press
conference in Shanghai. The opera will be easy to understand, with
children the target audience, said Makoto Sato, one of the directors
of the opera. Sato said he imagined himself as a child when he
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