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A 8C E7 BA ¢95 590375.htm Class of 2009, you have an historic
opportunity. Every class is told that, and to some extent | suppose it
Is always true. But just in the course of this commencement
ceremony, you’ ve heard several references to the global economic
crisis. The times that you are graduating in are, yes, perhaps more
difficult and somewhat more daunting. But that’ s when we really
rise together. One of the best lines from one of my favorite baseball
movies, A League of Their Own (applause) said it well, “ If it were
easy, anybody coulddoit.” OO OOOO 20000 00O 0O OO0
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know, when the Yankees moved in to their old stadium next door in
1923, there was only person on the roster from west of St. Louis.
Their team mostly looked the same, talked the same, and came from
the same kind of cities and towns and rural areas across America.
Think about the team that plays in this new stadium. It includes
players from Mexico, Japan, Taiwan, Panama, four other counttries.



The Dominican Republic alone is home to seven Yankees. In the
same way, NYU has evolved as well. The university was founded to
serve the City of New York. Today it serves the world. O [ O [J [
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ahead that none of us can predict. There is no way to stop change.
Change will come. What is unknown is whether it will bring progress
or not. But you have done what you needed to do to get the best
insurance policy you could, and that is an NYU education.
(Applause.) And so armed with that education, | have every
confidence that you will not only succeed by the dint of your own
hard work and effort, but you will contribute far beyond your own
personal needs. This is your moment. You’ ve made it to the big
leagues, and you are up to bat. Go out and give us a future worthy of
this great university, of this great city, of this great country, and of the
world we all wish to create together. D U O 0 OO0 OO0 0 OO
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