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A 8C E7 BA ¢95 590379.htm And we will be ill-served by some
of the fear-mongering that emerges whenever we discuss this issue.
Listening to the recent debate, I’ ve heard words that are calculated
to scare people rather than educate them. words that have more to
do with politics than protecting our country. So | want to take this
opportunity to lay out what we are doing, and how we intend to
resolve these outstanding issues. I will explain how each action that
we are taking will help build a framework that protects both the
American people and the values that we hold dear. And I will focus
on two broad areas: first, issues relating to Guanta namo and our
detention policy. second, issues relating to security and transparency.
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000 OO Let me begin by disposing of one argument as plainly as
| can: we are not going to release anyone if it would endanger our
national security, nor will we release detainees within the United



States who endanger the American people. Where demanded by
justice and national security, we will seek to transfer some detainees
to the same type of facilities in which we hold all manner of
dangerous and violent criminals within our borders highly secure
prisons that ensure the public safety. As we make these decisions,
bear in mind the following fact: nobody has ever escaped from one
of our federal “ supermax” prisons, which hold hundreds of
convicted terrorists. As Senator Lindsey Graham said: “ The idea
that we cannot find a place to securely house 250-plus detainees
within the United Statesisnotrational.” OO OO O0OOOOO
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are currently in the process of reviewing each of the detainee cases at
Guanta namo to determine the appropriate policy for dealing with
them. As we do so, we are acutely aware that under the last
Administration, detainees were released only to return to the
battlefield. That is why we are doing away with the poorly planned,
haphazard approach that let those detainees go in the past. Instead,



we are treating these cases with the care and attention that the law

requires and our security demands. Going forward, these cases will
fall into five distinct categories. 1 1 O U O OO0 OO0 OO
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