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wordsworth, as we have said, is the chief representativel] [J [ of
some of the most important principlest] [ in the romantic
movement, but he is far more a member of any movement, through
his supreme poetic expression of some of the greatest spiritual ideals
he belongs among the five or six greatest English poets. first, he is the



profoundest interpreter of nature in all poetry. his feeling for nature
has two aspects. he is keenly sensitive, and in a more delicately
discriminating way than any of his predecessors, to all the external
beauty and glory of nature, especially inanimate nature of mountains,
woods and fields, streams and flowers, in all their infinitely varied
aspects. a wonderful joyous and intimate sympathy with them is one
of his controlling impulses. In the second place, wordswoth is the
most consistent of all the great English poets of democracy, though
here as elsewhere his interest is mainly not in the external but in the
spiritual aspect of things. the obstinacy and these poems are only the
most conspicuous result of ws chief temperamental defect, which was
an almost total lack of the sense of humor. regarding himself as the
prophet of a supremely important new gospel, he never admitted the
possibility of error in his own point of view and was never able to
stand aside from his poetry and criticize it dispassionately. (1 [0 I [J
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