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O 0O 0 O play somethingbyear, 1 OO0 0000000000
JO000000000odondstrapped, D OOOOOO
D000 o0 LarydDooooo
J0o0dooooooodoooooooooooooa
[1 U] to play something by ear] strapped. LH: Larry, U [0 O 0O O O
J0o0doo0oooodoooooooooooooa
0 OO 0O LL: I'dont know. | have several papers due next week and
Im not sure if 1l have time. Lets play it by ear, okay? LH: (I (1 [J [
Jododoboboooodobooouoooooooooa
Letsplayitbyeard O O OO O 0O O OO OO LL: No!"To play
something by ear" is to wait and see if something is possible and to be
flexible rather than set any firm plans. LH: O OJ play something by
earfl 000000000000 O0OOOOOOOOOOO
DJo0o0ooooooooo* oooogo” O LL: Right. |
just cant make any definiteplans right now, so | prefer to play it by
ear. Ll H-OODODOOODOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO
Jo0o0doo0obooooooooooooooooooo
JO000o0b00oooodonodn LL: Oh, I forgot that |
promised to go with you. Can we play that by ear, too? LH: [0 [ [
Jododobooodoodooooooouoooooa
00000000 LL: Just because | want to play it by ear doesnt
mean that we definitely wont go. It just means that Im not certain.



LH: LarryD DO OO0 0000000 0O00OOODO Lets play it
byear, [0 [J 00O OO LL: Thats not fair, Li Hua. Its not my fault
that | cant make any definite plans because | have so much work to
dooLlH: OO OOoOoUooooooooboooooooaoo
000000 LL: All right, 1l call you the day before the concert to
let you know if we should get tickets, okay? LHO 0O O 0O O 0O O O
DO000000000000 Letsplay it by ear! ****** | | - Hey,
Li Hua, | cant go to the concert with you. Im sorry, but Im really
strapped fortime. LH: O O LarryD D OO 00000000
Jod0ododododododdstrapped for timeld O O O
0000 LL: Oh, to be "strapped” for time or money means that
you dont have enough of it. LH: O [0 O [J [ I Strapped for
something O U OO O0odooooooodooood
OO00000000000O Youre strapped for timeld O [0 [
LL: Exactly. I still have 20 pages to write by Friday. LH: O 0O O 0O [
Jo0 0000000000000 0o00o0ooog
LL: Yes[I | should be finished with everything by Friday, so | wont be
strapped for time thisweekend. LH: O O 0 OO0 00 OO0 O
J00doodooooooooooooooood

[1 Youll not be strapped for time this weekend, right? LL: Yes, |
promisetogowithyou. LH: O 0 OO0 000000 oOooOo
J0o0dobooboooodobooondndwill be strapped
for time next weekend! LL: Why? Do you have a paper due? LH: [J
Jododobooodoodooooooouoooooa
OO0 OO LL: Let me know if you need any help with that. Listen,
Im sorry, but Im too strapped for time to talk any more right now. Il



talk to you after Friday,okay? LH: D 0 U OO0 000 ooddon
OOo00O00o00oOi1o0Testb OO0 oooooOoo
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