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Sign Recession May Ease [ abstract) By Jason Clenfield April 22



(Bloomberg) -- Japans export slumptl (I 0 O 0 O slowed in
March, ending a four-month streakJ 1 [ 00 [ [0 O streakd O "0
O0O00000"d ofrecord Odropst] LI [ [ and adding to signs
the recession may have startedtoease. J U O 0 OO0 OO0 OO
0000000 Overseas shipments slumpedd 0 00 O O O 45.6
percent from a year earlier, compared with Februarys unprecedented
49.4 percent plungel] U O O O O, the Finance Ministry said today
In Tokyo. Economists predicted a 46.4 percent Odrop. The Odrop in
shipments to the U.S. and China, Japans two largest markets, slowed.
Federal Reservel] [ [J OO O Chairman Ben S. Bernanke said last
week the "sharp decline" in the U.S. may be slowing. Goldman Sachs
Groupinc.OOODOODODOOODOOOOOOOOOOOOO
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[1 O today raised its economic growth forecast L1 (1 10 I O O ...[1
0 00 00O 0O O for China to 8.3 percent this year from 6 percent
previously, citing Premier Wen Jiabaos 4 trillion yuan ($585 billion)
stimulus packageld OO U 0O O O O O . The Nikkei 225 Stock
AverageJ 0 02250 0 0 00000000000 O0O0OO0O0O
J00022000000000000000000000
00O 0O 0O O) fell 0.2 percent at the morning close I [1 [ [ in
Tokyo. The yen traded at 98.32 against the dollar from 98.60 before
thereportwaspublished. 0 0 OO0 OO0 OOO0OO0OOOOO
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