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A 8C E7 BA c95 624579.htm Thank you very much. Good
afternoon. | am honored to be in the timeless city of Cairo, and to be
hosted by two remarkable institutions. For over a thousand years,
Al-Azhar has stood as a beacon of Islamic learning. and for over a
century, Cairo University has been a source of Egypt’ s
advancement. And together, you represent the harmony between
tradition and progress. I' m grateful for your hospitality, and the
hospitality of the people of Egypt. And I’ m also proud to carry
with me the goodwill of the American people, and a greeting of peace
from Muslim communities in my country: Assalaamu alaykum. [
Jododoboooooodobooouooouoooooa
Jo0odobooooooooooonoAl-Aznandoodo
JO000000000o0dodond (Cairo University) O
J0o0dooooooodoooooooooooooa
J0odoboooooodoooooooooooooa
J0o0doo0oooodoooooooooooooa
OJ0o0ooooooooood “ Assalaamualaykum.” O
OO0000"0 O0O0000 We meet at atime of great tension
between the United States and Muslims around the world -- tension
rooted in historical forces that go beyond any current policy debate.
The relationship between Islam and the West includes centuries of
coexistence and cooperation, but also conflict and religious wars.
More recently, tension has been fed by colonialism that denied rights



and opportunities to many Muslims, and a Cold War in which
Muslim-majority countries were too often treated as proxies without
regard to their own aspirations. Moreover, the sweeping change
brought by modernity and globalization led many Muslims to view
the West as hostile to the traditions of Islam. O U 0O 0O O 0O O O [
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[ O 0O Violent extremists have exploited these tensions in a small
but potent minority of Muslims. The attacks of September 11, 2001
and the continued efforts of these extremists to engage in violence
against civilians has led some in my country to view Islam as
Inevitably hostile not only to America and Western countries, but
also to human rights. All this has bred more fear and more mistrust.
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long as our relationship is defined by our differences, we will
empower those who sow hatred rather than peace, those who
promote conflict rather than the cooperation that can help all of our



people achieve justice and prosperity. And this cycle of suspicion
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