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0000000 OO10 Scat Youngen, attorney at law, fresh out
of law school, goes to work for Tom Olden, an established personal
Injury plaintiff’ s attorney. The way the deal operates is this: Olden
will given Youngen a bunch of files to work on, and Youngen gets to
keep half of what he makes off the file. Any cases that come in just to
see Youngen get the same treatment. In return for the 50% Olden
gets from Youngen’ swork Olden pays all the overhead of the
office. Everything was "at will" and if Youngen ever wanted to leave,
he had to pay Olden 50% of all recoveries on cases he took with him.
Youngen soon made a name for himself and started getting clients on
his own. One day, two years after Youngen joined Olden, a huge
case came into the office, just for Youngen. The client said: "l only
want you to work on my case. Frankly, | don’ tlike Olden. Fact o

' Dbidness’ s, I almost didn’ tcome to you at all, cause I don’ t
want Olden to get any part of this fee." No problem, Youngen said.
Youngen filed suit (Olden paid the filing fee) and worked the case



from Olden’ s office, then left with all his files one night about six
months later. Six months after that, Youngen settled the case for six
ka-zillion dollars, of which two ka-zillion was his fee. Olden filed suit
for his one ka-zillion dollar divvy, and Youngen answered that the
client only wanted youngen to get the fee. Naturally, because this was
a deal lawyers made amongst themselves (instead of for other folks)
everything was oral. Olden has a memo that he passed out to
everybody in the firm a year after Youngen joined which said "It has
come to my attention that lawyers have left this firm in the past
without listing all the cases they took with them, and that | haven’ t
been getting my half of those settlements. Henceforward, if anyone
leaves, they’ Il have to give me a list and sign a promise to pay over
half. If you don’ tlike it, give me your keys today. If any clients
want you particularly to work their case, you can check the file out
after the client agrees that | have a lien on any fee." Youngen didn’ t
give the list or sign the promise and his client didn’ t agree that
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