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conclude that the exam system is wrong to inflict such pain for so
little gain. It is not as if we remember the facts that we stuffed into our
heads at the very last minute. On the evening of my finals, | could
probably have told you about Wittgenstein’ s view on the
Indeterminacy of translation but now all I can recall is the picture that
was a duck one minute and arabbitthenext OO O OO O 0O OO
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waste. Even though I’ ve forgotten what | learnt, I am still proud to
have once known it. This seems a less shameful state of ignorance
than never having knownitatall O OO0 OO0 000000 OO
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OO0 0O The real problem with the exam system is that it teaches
lessons about work itself that you need to unlearn pretty smartly if
youwanttogetaheadinbusiness D U OO0 00000000
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DO0000000000000000 First, it teaches you that



there is a fairly straightforward relationship between effort and result.
In exams, if you work very, very hard in the evenings you are going
to do an awful lot better than if you spend your evenings in the pub.
In most office life, this is not true. The relationship between effort
and reward is much more complicated. D U OO0 O OO0 00O O
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Do000o0oooooododdodn Second, inanexam
there is nowhere to hide. If you fail you may try to pin the blame on
your teachers or the examiner, but in your heart you know there is
no one else to blame but yourself. You either weren’ t bright
enough, oryou didn® tworkhardenough. 0 0 OO OO0 OO
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JO0000000000000000 One of the beauties of
office work is that there is no shortage of candidates to blame for one
' s failures. Management, the market, the culture, one’ s
colleagues, the competitors, an IT failure. the options are endless.
You can screw something up royally and get away with it indefinitely.
Indeed, so long as you are quite senior you can bring the entire
banking system down and still geta bigbonus. 0 O 0O O O 0O O O
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