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OO000000 ONHISRETURN to Moscow from the army,
Nikolay Rostov was received by his family as a hero, as the best of
sons, their idolised Nikolenka. by his relations, as a charming,
agreeable, and polite young man. by his acquaintances as a
handsome lieutenant of hussars, a good dancer, and one of the best
matches in Moscow All Moscow was acquainted with the Rostovs.
the old count had plenty of money that year, because all his estates



had been mortgaged, and so Nikolenka, who kept his own
racehorse, and wore the most fashionable riding-breeches of a special
cut, unlike any yet seen in Moscow, and the most fashionable boots,
with extremely pointed toes, and little silver spurs, was able to pass
his time very agreeably. After the first brief interval of adapting
himself to the old conditions of life, Rostov felt very happy at being
home again. He felt that he had grown up and become a manld His
despair at failing in a Scripture examination, his borrowing money
from Gavrilo for his sledge-drivers, his stolen kisses with Sonyaall
that he looked back upon as childishness from which he was now
Immeasurably remote. Now he was a lieutenant of hussars with a
silver-braided jacket, and a soldier’ s cross of St. George, he had a
horse in training for a race, and kept company with well-known
racing men, elderly and respected persons. He had struck up an
acquaintance too, with a lady living in a boulevard, whom he used to
visit in the evening. He led the mazurka at the Arharovs’  balls,
talked to Field-Marshal Kamensky about the war, and used familiar
forms of address to a colonel of forty, to whom he had been
Introduced by Denisovd His passion for the Tsar flagged a little in
Moscow, as he did not see him, and had no chance of seeing him all
that time. But still he often used to talk about the Emperor and his
love for him, always with a suggestion in his tone that he was not
saying all that there was in his feeling for the Emperor, something
that every one could not understand. and with his whole heart he
shared the general feeling in Moscow of adoration for the Emperor
Alexander Pavlovitch, who was spoken of at that time in Moscow by
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