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undergraduates have gone in search of prospective corporate
employers, they have not usually had to look too far. The annual
milk round of blue chip careers presentations has traditionally
involved companies rolling into university campuses with canapé s
and crates of cabernetsauvignon. U O U O 00 00000 OO
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But, with graduates facing one of the worst job markets in decades,
students are taking the initiative by organising events for prospective
employersthemselves. J 0 0 0000000000000
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[J [ Katherine Lee, a 20-year-old third-year bioengineering
undergraduate at the University of California, chairs Disciplines of
Engineering Career Fair (DECaF), a job fair run solely by students,
which attracted 70 high-tech and life science companies this year.

“ Students should and are taking more of a lead on approaching
employers because they recognise the recession will affect their job
[chances],” shesays. O 02000 O O O O O (University of
Californi))l 0 0000000 OOO O -0 (Katherine Lee)
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Jo0o0ododgod” Competition to become involved in
this year’ sstudent recruitment event was fierce. “ | saw an increase
in the number of volunteers this year [wanting] to be attached to the
career fair as a lead-in to their [job] pitch.,” OO OO0 OO OO
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OO 0O0O” Rivalry for places at the Alternative Investments
Conference, held in January by students at the London School of
Economics, was also intense, with 1,600 applicants fighting for 350
places. The annual event for students and financial institutions,
which was started three years ago by the university’ s private equities
club, attracts an impressive roster of speakers thisyear’ seventwas
headlined by Josef Ackermann, chief executive of Deutsche Bank. [
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[ O (Josef Ackermann)] “ LSE today is very different to the 1960s
when students occupied the buildings,” muses Akhil Chainwala,
the club’ s president, who is in his second year of an economics
degree. “© Now we have the hedge fund society, business society and
finance society. Participating in these clubs gives you a competitive



edge when it comes to getting a job as it helps make contacts.”
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admission to the conference is free, the catch for participants, who
come from universities round the world, is that they are Oselected by
a student committee on the basis of their academic credentials and
experience in the sector most have done internships in banks or
hedgefunds. O 0 OO0 OO0 O0O0O0OO0OoOOoOoOooOOO
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