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argues E. Pessen in his iconoclastic study of the very rich in the
United States between1825 and 1850. Pessen does present a guantity
of examples, together with some refreshingly intelligible statistics, to
establish the existence of an inordinately wealthy class] Although
these observations are true, Pessen overestimates their importance by
concluding fromthemthatd andthat 0 D OO0 OO0 doO®
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Rosenblatt’ s book Black Fiction, in attempting to apply literary
rather than sociopolitical criteria to its subject, successfully alters the



approach taken by most previous studiesl] [J Black Fiction does
leave some aesthetic questions open. Rosenblatt’ s thematic analysis
permits considerable objectivity. he even explicitly states that it is not
his intention to judge the merit of the various worksyet his reluctance
seems misplaced, especially since an attempt to appraise might have
led to interesting resultsC] In spite of such omissions, what
Rosenblatt does include in his discussion makes for an astute and
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[1 The success of fluoride in combating dental decay is well
established and, without a doubt, socially beneficial. However,
fluorides toxic properties have been known for a century. In humans
excessive intake ( for adults, over 4 milligrams per day) over many
years can lead to skeletal fluorosis, a well-defined skeletal disorder,
and in some plant species, fluoride is more toxic than ozone, sulfur
dioxide, orpesticides. J OO OO DO0ODOOODOOOOOO
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