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[ O O O Phrases and Sentence: 11 I don’ tever want to have the
effect on a person that this person had on me, where I was just blown
away by disappointment. It took a few years to get over it. [ [J [J [
OO0OoO0ood* ever DOODOD ODOO0OOOOOOOOO
OO0 J000oooo” ooooooooooooon
J0o0dobooboooodooooodever,doooond
00000000 noteverd OO 200 One thing | do is work with
Make-A-wish. Ifaniill child’ s one wish to see a celebrity and he
picks me, then | make time to see him. But | have to be very careful
with these kids, because if you get too attached, you’ re just setting
yourselfupforloss. D O OO OO OOOOO”™ because if you
get too attached, you’ re just setting yourself up for loss.” [ [ [
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DO000000000000000 because if you get too
attached, you’ re just setting yourself up for loss..0 0O O O O O O
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OO00o00o0dododo 30 Thank you for giving me the
Inspiration to stick around, at age 50, you have to feel you’ re
contributingtosomething. D OO0 OO0 OO0 O0OO" youhave
to feel you’ re contributingtosomething.” OO O 0OOOOOO
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"you have to fell you’ re contributing to something"] U 00 O O [
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[J We stayed at the Ritz-Carlton and just had a blast. Or I’ |l give
everybody aride in the Ultra light-it" saflying kite. 00 [ O O O O
OO00o00* ride” DOOOOOOOOOOOOOO
ORitz-CarltonD D DO 00000000 O0OOOOOOO
“dJ00” ---00000000 rded 0000 50 One
day I’ Il have my own barbecue.” In other words, every generation
gets to improve on the dreams of the last generation [J [ : The
circumstances surrounding the birth of a female infant in Kosciusko,
Mississippi, on Jan.29, 1954,were not promising present was the
usual mix that had so often accumulated into a burden too heavy for
a single-parent household like the one Oprah Winfrey grew up in.
The state in which she was born had laws in place waiting to
characterize her as unwelcome, to bar her participation in otherwise
accebtable social activities, to shackle her to the residue of slavery
and other injustices of the past. The simple truth is that her
grandmother, her great-grandmother and all the
great-great-grandmothers before them never experienced one day of
life free from the harsh decrees of state-sponsored racial repression.
In hindsight, it appears that her birth was an uneventful one. But at



age three she was reciting speeches from church pulpits. Upon
discovering books, the child delved into the written word, turning
out weekly book reports for her father. Even during turbulent times,
not a moment was wasted. Seeds were being planted, watered, and
nurtured. On April 13, 1964, nearly an adolescent and watching
television from the linoleum floor of her mother’ swalk-up flat in
something deep inside of her. She was watching the live broadcast of
the Academy Awards ceremony and saw a young African-American
actor receiving the film industry’ s highest honor. Sharing in that
moment and all it implied she later told me, caused her to say softly
to herself, “ 1f he can do that, | wonder what | could do?” The
ground had been set. The journey of Oprah Winfrey had begun. The
babe, the child, the adolescent, the young woman-all their strengths
were harnessed into a force of astonishing power that placed itself in
the service of nature and the human family. That the world has
changed in meaningful ways since 1954 is beyond question. Oprah
and her activities were driving forces in many of those changes. Her
enormously influential talk show, her philanthropic work with
children in africa and elsewhere, her popular book club and
magazine, her empowering spiritual message, her contribution (by
action and example) to improving race relations-all speak to the
human family, touching hearts and leaving each one uplifted.
Mississippi too seems to be mellowing out into a more congenial
place than it was in 1954. that may also be partly due to the very
sbecial enerav that is Oprah Winfrey-a courageous, funny,
compassionate, well-informed, dazzlingly curious person, as



down-to-earth and loving as any human being I’  ve ever known. [
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