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J0000000000od0oodoboOoond Whatisgood
writing? O O O 0O O 0O 0O O 0O O O 1t depends on what country
you’ re from. We all know what” s considered “ good writing”

In our own country. We grow up immersedin the cadencesand
sentence structure of the language we were born into, so we think,

“ That’ s probably what every country considers good writing. they
just use different words.” If only! I once asked a student from
Cairo, “ What kind of language is Arabic?” Shesaid,“ It" sall
adjectives.” DU O00O0OO0OOD0OO0OOOO0OOOOODOOOO
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" O0OooU* oooood”™ Well, ofcourseit’ snotall
adjectives, but | knew what she meant: it’ s decorative, it’ s ornate,
it" s intentionally pleasing. But all those adjectives and all that
decoration would be the ruin of any journalisttrying to write good



English. No proverbs, please. 1 O OO0 00000 ooonon
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00000000 Spanish also comes with a heavy load of
beautiful baggagethat will smotherany journalist writing in English.
JO000000d0o0o00oo00od0odonbDOoobOd English
IS not as musical as Spanish, or Italian, or French, or as ornamentalas
Arabic, or as vibrantas some of your native languages. ButI’ m
hopelessly in love with English because it’” s plainand it’ s strong. It
has a huge vocabulary of words that have precise shades of meaning.
there’ s no subject, however technical or complex, that can’ tbe
made clear to any reader in good Englishif it’ s used right.
Unfortunately, there are many ways of using it wrong. Those are the
damaging habits I want to warn you about today. [0 1 0O O O O [
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little history. The English language is derived from two main sources.
One is Latin, the other is Anglo-Saxon. The words derived from
Latin are the enemythey will strangleand suffocate everything you
write. The Anglo-Saxon words will setyou free. 0 U 0O O 0O O O [
Jdo0o0odooooouoouo-ooooobooooaoo
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OO0000000000 Howdo those Latin words do their
strangling and suffocating? In general they are long, pompousnouns
that end in -ionlike implementation and maximization and
communication (five syllableslong!)or that end in -entlike
development and fulfillment. Those nouns express a vague concept
or an abstract idea, not a specific action that we can picture. Here’ s
a typical sentence: “ Priorto the implementation of the financial
enhancement.” That means“ Before we fixed our money
problems” ODO0OO0O0OO0O0OOO0OOOOOOOOOOO
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000000000 Believe it or not, this is the language that people
in authority in America routinely use. They think those long Latin
words make them sound important. It no longer rains in America.
your TV weather man will tell that you we’ re experiencing a
precipitation probability situation. D O U OO0 000 oodd 0o
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DOoO00oo0dod r msureall of you, newly arrived in
America, have already been driven crazy trying to figure out the
Instructions for ordering a cell phone or connecting your computer,
or applying for a bank loan or a health insurance policy, and you
assume that those of us who were born here can understand this stuff.



| assure you that we don’ tunderstand iteither. O 0 O 0O 0O O O
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