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LI Itis simple enough to say that since books have classes----fiction,
biography, poetrywe should separate them and take from each what
It is right that each should give us. Yet few people ask from books
what books can give us. Most commonly we come to books with
blurredU O U O O 0O O 0O O O and divided mindsC] O O O
asking of fiction that it shall be true, of poetry that it shall be false, of
biography that it shall be flattering, of history that it shall enforce our
own prejudices. If we could banish(J O ) all such preconceptions]
000000 when we read, that would be an admirabled 0O O O
0 0000 beginning. Donotdictatel] O OO OO OOOto
your author. try to become him. Be his fellow worker and
accomplicell] O O 0O O O O O . If you hang back] [1 [ [0 [ [0 [
1 00, and reservel] O OJ 0O O O O and criticize at first, you are
preventing yourself from getting the fullest possible value from what
you read. But if you open your mind as widely as possible, then signs
and hints of almost imperceptibled O O O 0O O O fineness O [
0O 0O 0O, from the twist and turn of the first sentencest] (1 [ [
[ O, will bring you into the presence of a human being unlike any
other. SteepJ O U OO O O O O O O yourself in this, acquaint] [



(1 O O yourself with this, and soon you will find that your author is
giving you, or attempting to give you, something far more definite.
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O 0O 00O OO What is the significance of life? Is there any criterion
for its measurement? Difficult as it is to advance an absolute one, it
will not be so to judge the very meaning of one’ s existence
generally from whether he is serious about life and what his attitudes
are towards work and life. Throughout the ages, all people of
accomplishment take their lives seriously. As long as they are alive,



they would rather devote themselves to more work and study than let
a single minute slip by in vain. And the same is true of the common
labourers as well as the great statesmen and thinkers in our country.
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