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JO00O0000000 000 Bringing the World Cup to Asia
was supposed to expand the reach of the global game in a happy
confluence of good will and good business. The action on the pitch
has certainly been dramatic, and most fans were thrilled. But less than
half way through the month-long tournament, the good will is
already wearing thinand business seems relatively slow, with fewer
visitors and Cup-related sales than expected. Deeply embarrassed by
the image of part-empty stadiums besieged by angry ticket hunters,
Japanese prime minister ordered an official investigation into the
ticket fiasco. Claiming losses of more than $800,000 per game,
Koreas soccer federation even threatened to sue Byrom, the official
ticket agent, for failing to print and deliver tickets on time. Japan and
Korea both hoped to score big pointsat home and abroadwith the
World Cup. Perhaps it was the memories of the 1964 Tokyo
Olympics and the 1988 Seoul Olympics, which were considered
turning points in their nations development. Mired in a decade-long
slump, Japan longs for anything that might shock its economy back
to life. Korea, meanwhile, hopes the Cup will steady its halting
recovery from the 1997 Asian financial crisisand help brand it as
Asias most wired nation. Their plan: inject billions of dollars into



new facilities, welcome throngs of tourists and for one glorious

month showcase their countries to the biggest television audience in
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