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00O 0O00O0O The smiling face of Santa Claus is omnipresent all
across China. Local governments are decorating trees and lamp posts
with lights and ornaments. At first glance visitors would think they
wereinEurcpe. 0D 00O 0OO0O0O0OOOOOOOOOONO
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O000000000000000O00 Despite the fact that
most Chinese are not Christians, Christmas season has become
Increasinglypopular, D D 000000000000 doOgd
Jo000000o0oooooooOod "Ifyouwalked
around major Chinese cities 15 years ago, you wouldn't have seen
many signs of Christmas. However, if you were to visit those same
Chinese cities again today, you d be surprised to see signs of
Christmas almost everywhere," says Cai Jiming, a professor with
Tsinghua University, who has served as an expert in developing
China'sholidayschedule. O 0 0000000 O0OOOOOO
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OJo000000000000o00oO0o0d” Although
Christmas is not a public holiday, many Chinese cities are still getting
intothe Christmasspirit D U O D00 o0dooododon



JO00o00ododododod Caisays hise-mail inbox and
cell phone have been flooded with messages wishing him a merry
Christmas. The greetings have been coming in since the end of
November. OO0 OO OO0 O0OO0OOOOOOOOoOOOn
Jo0l10o0ooooooooooooodod Inhis
view, Christmas seems like a "warm-up" for the truly important
month-long Spring Festival, which begins on Feb 3 next year. [ [
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Jododododododododododd However,
despite the prevalence of Christmas celebrations, for most Chinese, it
neither means a religious celebration nor an occasion for family
reunions. Instead, it is a time for relaxing with friends, a time to shop,
a time to have a party and it is especially a time for romance. J U [J
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OO0O00000000 "l expect my boyfriend to take me out on
Christmas Eve and | expect a romantic night," says Christine Zhou,
28, a hotel managerinBeljing. U O 0O O 0O 0O 00280 0 0 OO
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