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Good evening! First of all, I would like to thank H.E. Asif Al
Zardari, President of Pakistan and H. E. Syed Yusuf Raza Gilani,
Prime Minister of Pakistan, for their encouraging and inspiring
congratulatory letters on the occasion of commencement of the
"China-Pakistan Friendship Year". | would also like to thank all of
you for being with us tonight. Today is of special significance. It is the
first day of the year 2011. It is also the first day of the "China-Pakistan



Friendship Year" where we will jointly celebrate the 60th anniversary
of the establishment of diplomatic relations between our two
countries. On this fantastic occasion, | am more than pleased to
launch the "China-Pakistan Friendship Year" and greet the year 2011
together with all of you at the newly inaugurated Pakistan-China
Friendship Center which symbolizes our all-weather friendship in
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just passed witnessed a continued stable and vigorous growth of the
China-Pakistan strategic partnership of cooperation. Recently, as the
screen showed, Chinese premier Wen Jiabao paid a successful and
historic official visit to Pakistan. The premier made broad contact
with Pakistan leadership as well as people from all circles. The two
sides reached broad consensus on further consolidating and
deepening the China-Pakistan all-weather strategic cooperative
partnership. We signed the China-Pakistan Joint Statement and



announced the establishment of the leaders annual meeting
mechanism and the foreign ministers dialogue mechanism. The two
governments signed over 10 cooperation documents covering
economy, technology, energy, finance, culture and other fields.
Premier Wen Jiabao announced a package of plans for Chinas
involvement in Pakistans reconstruction efforts and Chinas new
assistance initiatives. The business of our two countries signed 20
commercial contracts valued at more than $10 billion showcasing the
huge potential for bilateral economic and trade cooperation. Chinese
premier Wen Jiabaos productive and successful visit is of great
significance to further consolidating and deepening the traditional
friendship and pragmatic cooperation between our two countries. [
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