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[1 O phone tag] chit chatl] LL: Argh! I just got my brothers
answering machine AGAIN. Ive been playing phone tag with him for
days. LH: OO OO O 0O O playingphonetag O O O O O O 0O O O
0000000 LL: Well, not exactly, but it is like a game of tag.
LH: GameoftagU U O U OO OUOOOOOOOOOOOOO
Jododododododouooooodouoodo
00000000 LL:Right. 1 give you an example of how
phone tag works. On Monday, | called my brother and left a message
on his answering machine. On Monday night, he called me back, but
|wasoutso HE leftamessage. D O O 0O LH: OO O OO OO
Jododododododouooooodooodo
Jodododododouododoooooooon
Jo0000o0dododod ooUoUododdPhone tag
00000000 LL: Yes, and this game of phone tag with my
brother has been going on for three days! Im getting pretty tired of it.
LH: OO OOphonetag DD OO0 OOOOOOO O email
00000000 LL: T'know, Li Hua. Next time 1 call, if I get his
answering machine again, | am going to tell him exactly when | am at
home. That should solve the phone tag problem. LH: O OO U OO [
Jododododododoouououoooooa
O0d0emalJ 000000 0OO0OOOOOOOODO0O LL:



That is a good idea, but | like hearing his voice. It makes me feel
closer to him, and I really dont mind the phone tag too much. LH:
Jodododododododoobododemalddd
OO00000000000 LL: I'guess it would be pretty
frustrating and expensive to play a game of long distance phone tag
fromChina. LH: OO 00000000000 OOOOOO
Jo00o00ododouodododnd soldontplay phone
tag with my family. LL: Maybe I should try that with my brother. Im
sure he is tired of playing phone tag, too. ***** LH: Larryl] [ [ [
OO000000000000?LL: No, not really. I just want to
chitchat. LH: Chitchatld O O 0O O O O LL: To Chit Chat is to talk
about general things that arent very important. | dont really have
anything specific or urgent to talk about. LH: Chit Chatd O U [0 [
00000000000 0000 LL: We chit chat about
what is going on at work, what weve been doing for fun lately, and
evenabouttheweather. LH: O O OO O OO0 OO0OOOOMO
Jododododoooououooououoouoon
[ O O LL: Chit chatting can be pleasant, but some times it can be
annoying. LH: O OO0 O0dodooodododooodo
Jod0odododouououond RachelD OO OO
00O 0O 0O LL: So, did you tell her you didnt have time to chit chat?
LH:OOO0Oooooooooouooooooooonon
OO000000000000 LL: 1 know Rachel. She really likes
to chit chat. Did she get off the phone right away, when you told her
youneedtowork? LH:RachelU D O OO0 OO0 OO0 OO OoOg
Jod0o0dododododododod Le: wWell, 'haveto



say, Li Hua, I dont mind chit chatting withyou. LH: O 0O OO 0O I I
JO000o00o0oo0oodooooooooooooon
Jo0000ododoobooboobodndnddnchitchatd
(I LL: Thats right! I think its time for you to work on your paper,

and I need to try to call my brotheragain. b O 0 OO0 OO0 OO
OO00O00O0Ophonetagd DO OO0 OO0 O0OOOOO

Jodododododododododchitehatt OO O
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