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E5 85 8B E9 80 8A E7 c96 645413.htm Michael Jackson fans
are in for a poignant glimpse of what might have been a movie
charting the tragic singer’ s rehearsals for his concert comeback on
its worldwide debut today.(J 00 OO O :0J OO O OO OO More than 100
hours of behind-the-scenes footage for Jackson’ s aborted return to
the stage have been distilled into a two-hour film. Jackson family
members and fans gathered at the Nokia Theater in Los Angeles for a
6 pm (0100 GMT Wednesday) premiere, one of more than 15
simultaneous screenings held across five continents in a reflection of
the pop icon’ s global reach. This Is It will go on a limited two-week
release in theaters worldwide starting today, with advance tickets in
several countries selling out within days of going on sale last month.
000000 "It samovie about rehearsing for a concert that
never happened," Sony Pictures co-chairman Amy Pascal said in a
recent interview. Jackson, who died on June 25 aged 50, had spent
the previous four months rehearsing in Los Angeles for a series of 50
concert spectaculars scheduled to begin at London’ s02 Arenain
July. More than 800,000 tickets had been sold for the concerts, with
organizers promising one of the "most expensive and technically
advanced" live shows ever. Jackson was putting the finishing touches
to the show at the time of his death, which authorities in Los Angeles
have ruled a homicide. Video footage from the rehearsals had been
intended to help organizers critique the show and was never



intended for public viewing. Sony bought the footage for $60 million
after executives saw only several minutes. U] [ [ #8226.01 [J O O [
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