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progress on a proposal to build a Walt Disney Co. theme park in
Shanghai, the Chinese city’ s mayor said Sunday that a press
conference on the subject willbe heldsoon. O O O 0O 0O O 0O -0 O
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[0’ There’ salotto besaid on the subject, Shanghai Mayor
Han Zheng told a press conference Sunday following a meeting with
foreign executives. Mr. Han said the government will hold a press
conference on the subject in the coming week. In the past, the
Shanghai government has routinely declined to comment on the
possibility of a Disney project for the city, though the mayor did say
in early 2009 that any deal would be up to central government
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[0 O O A Disney spokeswoman couldn’ timmediately be reached
onSundayforcomment. 1 00O O0O0O0O0OOOOO
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comes amid fresh speculation in recent days that Shanghai
Disneyland could get a green light. Shanghai newspapers have



highlighted speculation in the local property and stock markets that
an announcement on plans for a theme park could be made around
the time U.S. President Barack Obama makes an overnight visit the
city on Nov. 15, a brief stopover ahead of a state visit in the Chinese
capital, Bejing. 0 0 OO0 ododododoooood
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[I In one instance, shares of a printing company with sizable land
holdings in the area where Shanghai Disneyland would be built,
Shanghai Jielong Industry Group Corp., have jumped 39% so far this
month. A company spokesman last week said he didn’ t have fresh
Disneynews. J 00000000 O0OO0OOOOO (Shanghai
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For Anaheim, Calif.-based Disney, a park in Shanghai would mark
Its most significant step yet into the world’ s most populous country
and a visible sign of the brand. For China, the park would be one of
the country’ s largest ever foreign investments, and it could be a
major job creator for Shanghai and the next big thing following a
six-month-long World Expo due to kick off next May. O I [0 [ [J
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O (WorldExpo)U OO OO OOOOOOO LastJanuary, The
Wall Street Journal reported that the Shanghai government and
Disney had finalized a feasibility report and submitted it to China’ s
central government. It outlined a theme park costing around $4
billion that would open in phases starting around 2014 in a joint
venture between Disney and local government-owned companies. If
the project were to proceed, a next step would be for the study to
gain approval, paving the way for contracts to begin development. [
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