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O O Text 10 O O O Inspite of “  endless talk of difference,”
American society is an amazing machine for homogenizing people.
Thereis“ the democratizing uniformity of dress and discourse, and
the casualness and absence of deference” characteristic of popular
culture. People are absorbed into “ a culture of consumption”
launched by the 19th-century department stores that offered “ vast
arrays of goods in an elegant atmosphere. Instead of intimate shops
catering to a knowledgeable elite,” these were stores “ anyone
could enter, regardless of class or background. This turned shopping
Into a public and democratic act.” The mass media, advertising and
sports are other forces for homogenization.0 O 0O O 0O O 0O O O
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[0 O O (therefore, in short, thus, however ) U O O OO0 OO OO
DO0O00000000 OO0 O Over the past century, all kinds of
unfairness and discrimination have been condemned or made illegal.
But one insidious form continues to thrive: alphabetism. This, for
those as yet unaware of such a disadvantage, refers to discrimination
against those whose surnames begin with a letter in the lower half of
thealphabet I O OO OO0 ObutD OO0 O0O0OOOOMO
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