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like to give you a general introduction to Fujian. Then, Il talk about
the main activities of our future plans. Fujian is one of the priority
development areas of China. It is along the southeast coast of China,
bordering Zhejiang, Jiangxi, and Guangdong. It faces Taiwan across
the sea. It is one of the closest provinces to Southeast Asia. [1 (1 [ [
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Fujian is an important gateway between China and the rest of the
world. Fujian has a mild and humid climate. Temperatures average
17-21 degrees centigrade. The average raifall is 1,400--2,000mm.
Fujian covers an area of 120,140 square kilomatres. It has 22 deep
ports where ten thousand tonne docks can be built. (1 200000 O O
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[0 O 0 140000 O O Inthe year 2000, Fujians population stood at



34.7 million. Fujian is well-known as the home for overseas Chinese.
It is also the ancestor land for people in Taiwan. More than 8 million
overseas Chinese as well as 80% of the people in Taiwan can trace
their roots back to Fujian. Fujian has a long coastline of more than
3,300 kilometres with over 1,400 islands both large and small. [J [
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[ O O The East China Sea and the South China Sea converge off
the coast of Fujian, a subtropical zone with rich fishing resources.
125,000 square kilometres of sea are suitable for fishing. 2,700 square
kilometres of sea are suitable for seafood farming. There are over 500
species of fish. Fujian is one of the main fishing areas in China. [J [
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OO000000524%0 000000 Fujian has very rich
underground water resources. There are over 100 hot springs. Most
hold warm water at between 40-60 degrees centigrade. Fujian has one
of the four largest forests in China, with over 6 million hectares of
forest and nearly 400 million cubic metres of timber reserve. Its
timber output is number 3 in China. Its forest coverage is 52.4%,
numberonein China. 197811 199800 U O U O U O O O O 0O O O
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Between 1978 and 1998, there was fundamental change in Fujians
economy and social development. Its economic strength improved
substantially. GDP rose from number 23 in 1978 to number 11 now.
Per capita GDP rose from number 22 to number 6. 1 0 0O O O [
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JO00000000odododod The people in both
urban and rural areas have seen their incomes increase and their
standards of living improve. Fujian is opening up deeper and wider
to the outside world. It has special economic zones, open cities along
the coast, economic and technological development zones,
iInvestment zones for Taiwanese business, tax exemption zones and
hi-tech parks. This is truly multi-level and multi-dimensional
development DU OO O0O0OOOO0OOOOOOOOOONO
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have developed a market economy in line with international
practices. To enable Fujian to benefit fully, and to attract foreign
investment, the Chinese government holds Chinas only inward
Ivestment and trade fair in Xiamen, Fujian Province. [ [ [0 [
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