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0000000 The ties between Southeast Asian countries and
China, which date back to ancient times, fall into both official
cooperation and people-to-people exchanges. Sino-ASEAN
relations are perpetually permeated with the cultural tradition of

“ Harmony is the most precious” . Nowadays, despite the
intensified competition between major East Asian countries and the
complicated connections among its members, Sino-ASEAN
relations not only remain deep and solid, but gain momentum
towards profundity and pragmatism. 100] 28-3001 0O OO O OO 0O [
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0 O O The 13th ASEAN-China Summit, the 13th ASEAN Plus
Three (China, Japan and South Korea) Summit and the fifth East
Asia Summit were held on October 28th to 30th in Hanoi, Vietnam.
On the ASEAN-China Summit, Premier Wen Jiabao recommended



ASEAN and China reach consensus on the implementation of the
Second Five-year Action Plan. He also proposed to push forward the
cooperation among East Asian countrieswith“ 103" mechanism
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[ O On reflection of the 13th ASEAN-China Summit and the
development process of their relations, we find three characteristics
highlight the progressive Sino-ASEAN ties. O U 0O 0O O 0O O O O
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official cooperation is increasingly pragmatic and people-to-people
exchanges are further enhanced. The connections between countries
consist of at least two aspects, that is, exchanges and cooperation in
both official level and people-to-people sphere. To some extent, only
when ordinary citizens benefit from the bilateral
government-to-government cooperation, can the official ties
between countries be regarded as rewarding. With a broad overview
of Sino-ASEAN contacts, we find Sino-ASEAN relations witness a
gradual progress towards profundity and pragmatism both officially
and non-governmentally. 1 19910 0 00000000000
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[1 Since China turned into a dialogue partner of ASEAN in 1991,
official cooperation between them is gradually becoming

“ all-round” and*“ pragmatic” .“ All-round” is manifested in
the deepening bilateral relations in the fields of politics, economy and
security. In politics, Treaty of Amity and Cooperation in Southeast
Asia and the Joint Declaration on Strategic Partnership for Peace and
Prosperity were signed between China and ASEAN. In economy,
China-ASEAN Framework Agreement on Comprehensive
Economic Cooperation was reached, and China-ASEAN Free Trade
Area, which covers an area of 13 million sq km and benefits a
population of 1.9 billion, was launched on January 1st this year. In
security, to maintain regional stability, China signed Declaration on
the Conduct of Parties in the South China Sea and the Joint
Declaration on Cooperation in the Field of Non-Traditional Security
Issues with ASEAN. “ Pragmatic” is demonstrated through the



tangible contribution of official cooperation to solve the problems in
East Asia. For example, ASEAN and China convened

“ Sino-ASEAN Summit on Prevention of SARS” when Asia was
fraught with SARS from 2002 to 2004. Nowadays, China actively
calls for the enhanced cooperation with ASEAN to strengthen
cross-border cooperation on animal and plant disease prevention
and control. China also facilitates the signing of a memorandum of
understanding on health cooperation with ASEAN to promote
disease prevention and control and the application of traditional
medicine. 0 O O O O#0000ff>20100 DD OO0 OoOoOooOOOd
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