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000003070 O The year 1949 witnessed the veritable
iInception of womens liberation in China. Back then, ensuring equal
rights for both men and women was made a national policy, enabling
women to engage themselves in working and production. It was a
remarkable move in that it has granted Chinese women, at one single
stroke the rights to work and vote which took their western
counterparts over a century to come by. As a result, the proportion
of working women in China had surpassed that in many western
countries, with almost all the able and working-age women stepping



out of the kitchen and into the workplace, representing a critical step
forward, so to speak. However, that age was punctuated with
extremes in seeing things. An overemphasis on gender equality had
obscured the distinction between men and women by arguing that
what can be done by men can well be done by women. Both genders
dressed in the same way and girls didnt wear make-ups any more.
The line between the two sexes had seemingly dissolved. This,
however, was attributable to the fact that women, who enjoyed very
low status down in the pecking order in the past, finally saw their
pent-up possibilities in various fields being given a free rein. As a
result, they found themselves on a much higher rung up the social
ladder,but at the cost of their uniqueness from men. 00 [ [0 [
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