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020110 00000000000 The dangers of a population
explosion have been all over the newspapers lately and indeed the
world population could reach seven billion in just two years and
eight billion perhaps in the next two decades. But that’ s not the
only story. Dramatic declines in fertility rates in some countries and
high rates in others pose a critical challenge. One must be reminded
that the growth of world population which now stands at an
estimated 6.8 billion human inhabitants has greatly impacted all life
forms and the overall natural environment of the planet. Although
the population of the world continues to grow substantially 79
million per year the rate of growth has declined by nearly half over
the last 40 years from 2 percent to 1.2 percent a year. The cause for
the slowdown is declining fertility rates. However, while the average
global fertility has Odropped from about 5 to 2.6 births per woman
during the past 50 years, considerable uncertainty exists about the
future. Insofar as fertility is the engine driving the future size of world
population, this uncertainty about the path of fertility in the coming
years is one of the central and challenging questions of this century.
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