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Good evening, everyone. Good evening and welcome to the
Benjamin Franklin Room here in the State Department. | am
delighted that Secretary Geithner and | have the great privilege of
once again hosting the third Strategic and Economic Dialogue here
In Washington. A few weeks ago in this very room, I had the
privilege of sitting and talking with Dr. Henry Kissinger, my
esteemed predecessor and a good friend to many of us here. He
spoke of the early days of the U.S.-China diplomatic relationship
going back 40 years now. And he discussed many of the challenges
that his generation of diplomats on both sides had to overcome. [
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