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usually show passive eyes and swollen bellies. The harvest fails
because of war or strife. the onset of crisis is sudden and localized. Its
burden falls on those already at the margin. Today’ s pictures are
different. A wave of food-price inflation is moving through the
world, leaving riots and shaken governments in its wake. For the first
time in 30 years, food protests are erupting in many places at once.
Rich countries need to take the food problems as seriously as they
take the credit crunch. Already bigwigs at the World Bank and the
United Nations are calling for a "new deal" for food. But getting the
right kind of help is not so easy, partly because food is not a
one-solution-fits-all problem and partly because some of the help
needed now risks making matters worse in the long run. Because
food markets are in turmoll, civil strife is growing. and because trade
and openness itself could be undermined, the food crisis may
become a challenge to globalization. 0 U 0O 10 OO 0O O O O
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