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J O On 17 November, 2010, His Excellence Mr Chen Yuming,
Chinese Ambassador to Australia, gave a joint interview to
correspondents from new agencies in mainland and Hong Kong.
The following is the transcript of the interview: [ 0 U 0O O 0O O O
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CCTV: The business relations between China and Australia have
grown rapidly in recent years. But the countries also have
disagreement on some issues. How would you characterize
China-Australia relationship? A trade and economic partnership or a
strategic relationship of cooperation? 1 U [0 [0 O U [0 00 380 U [
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0 0O 0O 00O Ambassador: China-Australia relations have
maintained stable, sound and sustained growth since the



establishment of diplomatic ties 38 years ago. The momentum of
growth has strengthened since the beginning of the new century, and
has been marked by frequent bilateral exchanges and fruitful
cooperation. Although I have been in Australia only for one month,
| have met with several cabinet ministers and visited the New South
Wales and Queensland, where | witnessed the launch of the
inaugural flight from Guangzhou to Bristane by the Chinese
Southern Airlines, and met with representatives of Chinese
entrepreneurs and students in Australia. | saw for myself, and was
deeply impressed by, the breadth and depth of China-Australia
relations. That is why | want to underscore the importance of
approaching bilateral relations from the strategic perspective. 2006[]
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Jododododooouonodnd In2006, Chinese and
Australian leaders reached agreement on building a comprehensive
and cooperative relationship for win-win progress in the 21st
century. In 2009, the two countries issued a joint statement, a formal
document reaffirming the basic principles guiding the development
of China-Australia relations and important agreement reached
between the two sides. All these are testaments to the fact that
Sino-Australian relations have matured and reach a new height, and
that both sides have the wisdom and ability to keep bilateral relations
moving forward in the right strategic direction. U O U O O O O [
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[J O China and Australia have different national conditions. It is
only normal that they do not see eye to eye with each other on some
Issues. What happened in the past 38 years has shown that although
the international landscape and the domestic situation of China and
Australia have changed significantly from the time when the two
countries forged diplomatic ties, our common ground has expanded
rather than diminished, our room and potential for cooperation
Increased rather than decreased, and our willingness to deepen
bilateral exchanges strengthened rather than weakened. | think it is
fair to say that our relationship could only grow when we strive to
broaden common ground, and could only grow healthily when we
riseabovedifferences. U 0 U OO0 UOOO0OOOOOOOO
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JO0000D00000odoodondn Inthe context of
profound and complex changes in the international situation, we
must take a global perspective on China-Australia relations. We are
both countries with considerable influence in the Asia-Pacific, and



are facing common opportunities and challenges. As a matter of fact,
the implications of growing China-Australia relations have gone
beyond the bilateral scope and is acquiring increasing strategic
significance. We have come to a new starting point in the
development of our relations, which is solidly based and mutually
beneficial and enjoys popular support. To deepen and expand our
exchanges and cooperation at all levels and in all areas, we must view
and approach bilateral ties from strategic and long-term perspectives.
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JO000o0bD0ooooodoooobdn Chinaiswilling
and ready to be Australia’ s good friend and good partner for
win-win cooperation and common development. Australia, too, sets
much store by China’ s development and the role it has to play, and
sees cooperation with China as a historic opportunity. | believe the
harder we work to plan bilateral ties from the strategic height, the
better placed we will be to transcend differences, identify common
Interests and deliver win-win cooperation. | have full confidence in
the future of Sino-Australian relations. [ [ [J [0 OO #0000ff>0 [
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