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OO0000000000 Firstofall, avery warm welcome to all
of you to the Chinese Embassy. It' sa great pleasure to meet so
many British scholars of Marxism and share thoughts with you on
Marxism in China. It strikes me that the timing, venue and
participants of our event are well-chosen, relevant and impressive.
Letmeexplainwhy: 0000000000 O0O0OOO0O0O
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OO0000000000 First, it comes at the right time. This
year marks the 90th anniversary of the Communist Party of China or
CPC. High-profile celebrations have been underway across China.
The CPC was born out of Marxism and has stood the tests of time
and adversity. The extraordinary 90 years since its founding have
been a history of development and practice of Marxism in China. [
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00000000 Second, we have chosen the right place. Britain
Is the second home of Karl Marx and Friederich Engels. This is the
land where Marxism took shape and matured. It was from Britain
that Marxist theory spread worldwide. Within two weeks of my
arrival in London as Ambassador I visited the Highgate Cemetery. |
went with my young colleagues in the Embassy to pay tribute to
Marx. | went further to retrace the steps of this great thinker and
mentor. | visited his central London home in Soho and toured the
British Museum to see where Karl Marx wrote and studied. [ [J [
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we bring together the right people. Many of you are scholars of
Marxism, long time campaigners for Marxism or leaders and
participants in Marxist parties. It" s Marxism that gives us this
opportunity to exchange ideas together. 00 “ OO0 OO OO O
" 00000000000 Regarding the theme of our
discussion today, Marxism in China, | would like to make three
pointss DO OO0OO0OO0OO0OOOOOOO First, why has
Marxism been the choiceof Chine? D 0 0D U0 OO0 OO0 00O
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Jo00o00o0dododododod Marxism became the
choice of the Chinese people following a painstaking journey of
exploration and perseverance since the second half of the 19th
century. The early 20th century saw China and its people in deep
crisis, both internal and external. Neither old-style peasant revolts or
bourgeois reform or revolution could make any difference to China
' s plight and destiny. The October Revolution in Russia made a
profound impression on many Chinese people. It pointed to a
solution to free the Chinese people from their terrible predicament.
That solution was the theory of Marxism as a systematic, scientific
world outlook and methodology that could be spread to China.
Four years later, in 1921, the Communist Party of China (CPC) was
founded in Shanghai. It was to become a party that has profoundly
changed the history and the destiny of China. U O U O O O O [
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DO00o00ododotad Intheyearssince 1921, using Marxist
theory as its guide, the party has evolved through many tremendous
challenges. The Party has led China and her people through three
great revolutions, one after another, amid many trials and
tribulations. First, the new democratic revolution achieved national
independence and people’ s liberation. Second, the socialist
revolution established socialism as the basic political system. Third,
the new, great revolution of reform and opening-up put Chinaon a
path of socialism with Chinese characteristics. This third revolution
has been fundamental to the great success of the drive to modernize
China. These three revolutions witnessed China’ s rebirth through
90 years of social transformation. No country in world history has
ever experienced such widespread and profound change and in such
a short period of time. When the CPC was founded in 1921 China
was a divided, isolated and impoverished land. China has now
emerged as a united, harmonious, confident and prosperous country
opentotheentireworld D OO0 OO0O0OOO0OOOOOMO
My second question for you today is this: how did Marxism match
with the reality of Chinaasacountry? D O OO O 0O 0O 0O 0O OO
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" Asyou will know Marxism is by no means a set of rigid dogmas.
You can read this in the preface to 1872 German Edition of the
Communist Manifesto. Here Marx and Engels made this very
iImportant observation that relates to changes of time and
development of practice. Marx and Engels wrote: "The practical
application of the principles will depend, as the Manifesto itself
states, everywhere and at all times, on the historical conditions for the
time being existing". They continued with: "This programme has in
some details been antiquated" and some literature "is deficient in
relation to the present time". In his letter in 1895 to Werner Sombart,
Engels wrote: "The entire conception of Marx is not a doctrine but a
method. It does not offer made dogmas, only starting points for
subsequent investigation and the method for such investigation.” [J
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