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00000000 FellowCitizens: O U O O About to undertake
the arduous duties that | have been appionted to perform by the
chooice of a free people, | avail myself of this customary and solemn
occasion to express the gratitude which their confidence inspires
solemn occasion to express the gratitude which their confidence
Inspires and to acknowledge the accountability which my situation
enjoins. 00000000000 0OOOOOOOOOOO
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OJ0000000000000000000 While the
magnitude of their interests convinces me that no thanks can be
adequate to the honor they have conferred, it admonishes me that
the best return | can make is the zealous dedication of my humble
abilities to their serviceand theirgood. 1 O O O O OO O OO O
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00O 0O 0O Asthe instrument of the Federal Constitution it well
devolve on me for a stated period to execute the laws of the United
States, to superintend their foreign and their confederate relations, to
manage their revenue, to command their forces, and, by
communications to the Legislature, to watch over and to promote
theirinterestsgenerally. 1 0 O 000000000 oododg
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OO0000000000 And the principles of action by which |
shall endeavor to accomplish this circle of duties it is now proper for
me brieflytoexplan. OO0 000 0000000000000
0000000000 Considering standing armies as dangerous
to free governments in time of peace, | shall not seek to enlarge our
present establishment, nor disregard that salutary lesson of political
experience which teaches that the miliary should be held subordinate
tothecivilpower. D 0D 00000000000 oooOog
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J000000oo0ooooodoooonogn The
gradual increase of our Navy, whose flag has displayed in distant
climes our skill in navigation and our fame in arms. the preservation
of our forts, arsenals, and dockyards, and the introduction of
progressive improvements in the discipline, and science of both
branches of our military service are so plainly prescribed by
prudence that | should be excused for omitting their mention sooner
than for enlarging on theirimportance. O U OO0 0 OO0 O 0O OO
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Jo0d0o0d0odododououoUondnd Butthe
bulwark of our defense is the national militia, which in the present
state of our intelligence and population must render us invincible. O
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Jodododododououodond Aslongasour
Government is administered for the good of the people, and is
regulated by their will. as long as it secures to us the rights of person
and of property, liberty of conscience and of the press, it will be
worth defending. and so long as it is worth defending a patriotic
militia will cover it with an impenetrable aegis. U1 U 0O U 0O O 0O O
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