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0000000 England this week celebrated the start of the
one-year countdown to the 2012 Olympics, which will be held in
London. Like the Beijing Olympics in 2008, thousands of athletes
from more than 200 countries are expected to compete. Tell Me
More Olympics is a term that originated in Olympia, Greece, which
also is the home of Mount Olympus. The first Olympic Games,
dating back to at least 776 BC, featured naked athletes. Today, they
keep their clothes on. Here’ s how the term Olympic has evolved to
mean something different in English. When cities build swimming
pools that meet official Olympics regulations for size, they called
them Olympic-size pools. Now that phrase is used to describe almost
anything that is very big. For example: “ | hope you have enough
food, because he’ s got an Olympic-size appetite.” Sometimes
English speakers will even Odrop the “ size” part of the phrase and
justsay: “ That party was Olympic.” The term also Is used as a title
for contests that have nothing to do with sports. Many US cities hold
informal “ beer Olympics,” and one hamburger restaurant in
Texashelda*® burger Olympics.” That must give the real
Olympics officials “ Olympic-size headaches.” “ OO 0O O~
OOlympicsU OO0 O0OOOOOO 0dodd” (Olympia)ld
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