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0000000 Pumas are large, cat-like animals which are found
in America. When reports came into London Zoo that a wild puma
had been spotted forty-five miles south of London, they were not
taken seriously. However, as the evidence began to accumulate,



experts from the Zoo felt obliged to investigate, for the descriptions
given by people who claimed to have seen the puma were
extraordinarilysimilar. O O 0 0000 ododooodon
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O O0oo0doddodood® Thehuntforthe puma began in
a small village where a woman picking blackberries saw a large cat
only fiveyardsaway fromher.” OO O0OOOO0OOOO0OO
Jo0ooodod® Itimmediately ran away when she saw it,
and experts confirmed that a puma will not attack a human being
unlessitiscornered.” OO OOOOOOOOOOOOO" The
search proved difficult, for the puma was often observed at one place
in the morning and at another place twenty miles away in the
evening” DO 0OO0O0O0OO0O0O0OOOOOOOOOOOOOO
OO0O00O00* Wherever it went, it left behind it a trail of dead
deer and small animals like rabbits. Paw prints were seen in a number
of places and puma fur was found clinging to bushes.” [0 0 0O O O
Do000o0ooooood® Several people complained of
"cat-like noises at night and a businessman on a fishing trip saw the
pumaupatree.” ODUOOD0O0OO0OOOO0OOOOOY The
experts were now fully convinced that the animal was a puma, but
where had it come from? As no pumas had been reported missing
from any zoo in the country, this one must have been in the



possession of a private collector and somehow managed to escape.”
Do00doododooodod® The huntwent on for several
weeks, but the puma was not caught. It is disturbing to think that a
dangerous wild animal is still at large in the quiet countryside.” [
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000000000 The economy of the United states after 1952
was the economy of a well-fed, almost fully employed people.
Despite occasional alarms, the country escaped any postwar
depression and lived in a state of boom. An economic survey of the
year 1955, a typical year of the 1950" s, may be typical as illustrating
the rapid economic growth of the decade. The national output was
value at 10 percent above that of 1954 (1955 output was estimated at
392 billion dollars). The production of manufacturers was about 40
percent more than it had averaged in the years immediately following
World War 2. The country’ s business spent about 30billion dollars
for new factories and machinery. National income available for



spending was almost a third greater than it had been in 1950.
Consumers spent about 256 billion dollars. that is about 700 million
dollars a day ,or about twenty-five million dollars every hour , all
round the clock. Sixty-five million people held jobs and only a little
more than two million wanted jobs but could not find them. Only
agriculture complained that it was not sharing in the room. To some
observers this was an ominous echo of the mid-1920" s. As farmer
' sshare of their products declined , marketing costs rose. But there
were , among the observers of the national economy, a few who were
not as confident as the majority . Those few seemed to fear that the
boom could not last and would eventually lead to the
opposite-depression. 1. What is the best title of the passage? a. The
Agricultural Trends of 1950" s b. The Unemployment Rate of 1950
' sc. U.S. Economy inthe 50' sd. The Federal Budget of 1952 2.
InLine 4, theword“ boom” could best be replaced by .a.
nearby explosion b. thunderous noise c. general public support d.
rapid economic growth 3. It can be inferred the national from the
passage that most people in the United States in 1955 viewed the
national economy with an air of . a. confidence b.
confusion c. disappointment d. suspicion 4. Which of the following
were LEAST satisfied with the national economy in the 1950’ s?a.
Economists b. Farmers c. Politicians d. Steelworkers 5. The passage
states that income available for spending in the U.S. was greater in
1955 than in 1950 . How much was it ? a. 60% b. 50% c. 33% d. 90%
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